Concerned Citizens of India 
for 
Integrity of National Institutions 


C/o. K/58, Palm Acres, Mulund (E), Mumbai 400 081 
Tel. 022-2163 6955; E-mail: adwait.pednekar@yahoo.in 


5% September 2015 


To 

Shri Narendra Modi 
Hon. Prime Minister 
Government of India 
Delhi 


Re : Issue of Appointments at FTII — Your Intervention to end impasse 


We are sharing our “Man ki Baat” with you on this Teachers’ Day and request you to consider it 
earnestly. 


Film & Television Institute of India (FTII) is a publically funded autonomous national institution 
of advanced center of learning of cinema. Since its establishment in 1960, this institute has 
developed in to an institute of international repute. 


FTII was set up with an aim of promoting good alternative cinema and setting new standards in 
film-making, both aesthetically and technically. It has provided free space for creative thinking 
and learning to the generations of would be film-makers. It has constantly endeavoured to set 
critical benchmarks for the film industry, while nourishing it with highly qualified professionals 
specialized in various aspects of film-making. FTII resonates proudly in the halls of world cinema 
with its sensitive understanding of life and film as a post-industrial art practice. 


This is an outcome of vision provided by Mr. Shyam Benegal, Mr. Mrinal Sen, Mr. Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan, Mr. Mahesh Bhatt, Mr. Girish Karnad, and Mr. Saeed Mirza and their painstaking 
efforts while serving as Chairman of the Governing Council in the course of time. This was 
possible because of the scholarship of these eminent personalities from cinema, their deep 
understanding of pedagogy of cinema and art and rich body of work to their own individual 
credits, recognized nationally and internationally. 


All this helped build the reputation of FTII attracting students across the country, transcending 
barriers of caste, creed, religion, gender and class providing the Institute its rich Indian 
cosmopolitan cultural ethos. The body of work done by its numerous alumni across all facets of 
cinema has won laurels nationally and internationally. Along with the National Film Archives of 
India (NFAI), the Films Division (FD) and the National Film Development Corporation (NFDC), FTII 
has played a crucial role in the creation, preservation and propagation of our rich Indian cross- 
cultural heritage through the medium of cinema. Their work has greatly contributed to the 
culture of the Indian society. 


Such an enviable varied spectrum of work has been possible because the institution has been 
guided by the principles and work ethic of personalities like the eminent chairpersons mentioned 
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earlier and Prof. U.R. Ananthamurthy, Mr. R. K. Laxman, Prof. Yashpal, Mr. N V K Murthy, Mr. 
Gulzar and others who have held various leadership and administrative positions in the FTII. 
These stalwarts have always maintained and encouraged the universal tenets of freedom of 
thought and expression and the right to dissent championed by the great film maker and 
visionary Ritwik Ghatak (also the former Vice Principal of FTII). 


All these achievements of the Institute have to be nurtured and further developed to scale new 
heights. It is the responsibility of the Government of the day to ensure that all the appointments 
to the Society are consistent with the aims, vision and ethos of the Institute. The government 
should meticulously select the individuals with proven credentials in the field of film making for 
the appointments to the posts of the chairperson and other members of the FTII Society. It is 
undemocratic on part of the government in power to misuse its authority to push its political 
agenda, blatantly violating academic, pedagogic, social and moral norms. Such actions on part of 
the government pose threat to the very integrity of the institute like this. 


Looking at the recent appointments to the post of Chairperson and the members of the Society 
of FTII, regretfully we have to say that the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (1 & B) has 
miserably failed in fulfilling its responsibility towards the FTII Society, Institute and the students. 
We are of the firm view that the newly appointed Chairperson and members lack necessary 
academic and scholarly credentials to take up such responsible positions in the FTII Society, a 
seat of higher education, and subsequently being part of the Governing Council and Academic 
Council of FTII. 


Apart from that the published statements of some of these new appointees testify their 
chauvinistic and pseudo-nationalist, narrow and sectarian mindset which makes them unfit for 
such an institution where freedom of expression, pluralism and right to dissent are the 
fundamental foundations for the creativity to flourish. The appointments like these will destroy 
the cosmopolitan ethos of the Institute. 


All these grave and pertinent issues in the wake of recent appointments to FTII by Ministry of 
1&B have been rightfully brought up by the FTII students, the major stakeholders, whose careers 
would be jeopardized by such arbitrary actions of the government. We hope these issues will be 
satisfactorily resolved at the earliest. 


It is noteworthy that FTII is not the only case where ineligible persons have been appointed 
during last one year. The same is observed in cases of appointments to the institutions like CBFC, 
NFDC, CFSI associated with films. 


Furthermore the appointments to national institutions of great repute in the field of education 
and culture like ICHR (Indian Council Historical Research, Indian Institute of Advance Research, 
Shimla, Banaras Hindu University, NCERT are also highly questionable on the grounds of requisite 
scholarships and eligibility. These definitely are not mere coincidences. 


We, the signatories to this letter, are deeply concerned and anguished about the way vital issue 
of appointments to these national institutes has been handled. We are of the view that the 
appointments of ineligible individuals as the Chairperson and members of FTII Society by your 
ministry of | & B will definitely cause permanent injury and damage to FTII. 


This trend is highly deplorable and we strongly condemn these moves by the concerned 
ministries and departments. 


We firmly believe that there has to be an objective, transparent and democratic process that will 
ensure selection and appointments of persons who fulfil well-defined eligibility criteria. 


So we earnestly request your intervention to end the impasse considering following points and 
initiate actions immediately, 


¢ The newly constituted Society of FTII & appointment of Chairperson is not in consonance 
with the aims and objectives as well as does not measure up to the scholarly tradition, 
intellectual excellence and cultural ethos of this premier national institution. 


We demand that the appointments of the new Chairperson and the new members to the 
Society of FTII should be cancelled and this current Society should be dissolved with 
immediate effect. 


e The government shall constitute an expert committee consisting of say, 3 ex-chairpersons 
and 4 alumni with proven track record and body of work in the cinema recognized nationally 
/ internationally with the responsibility to develop a democratic, transparent process for 
constituting FTII Society, its number of members, its term period and composition, ensuring 
all the stakeholders get due representation along with criteria, norms and guidelines for 
selection of members within three months. 


e The same expert committee should be empowered to shortlist at least 50% more 
nominations than the agreed number of members of the Society for the Government to 
select and constitute the new Society. The newly constituted Society should elect from 
among themselves new 1) Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Society and 2) the 
members of the Governing Council within following three months. 


e The term of the current director is over. A Search Committee consisting of one nominee each 
of the new Chairperson, the new Governing Council and the Ministry of | & B, as per the 
prevalent practice in other academic institutions, should identify individuals with proven 
academic credentials and experience in the field of cinema for the position of the director. 
The Search Committee should nominate three names for the Ministry of | & B to choose one 
for the appointment. 


Sincerely, 
Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
1 | Dr. E.A.S.Sarma, Former Secretary to Government of India 
Visakhapatnam 
2 | S.P. Shukla, Pune Former Finance Secretary, Government of India, Former 
Member, Planning Commission 
3 | Anand Patwardhan, Film Maker 
Mumbai 
4 | Nachiket Patwardhan, Film Maker 
Pune 


Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
5 | Dr. Hemu Adhikari, Research Scientist, Theatre & Film Personality 
Mumbai 
6 | Arun Khopkar, Mumbai Filmmaker, Former member of FTII Society, Former 
member of Academic Council, FTII (2 Terms); Visiting 
Professor FTII, NFAI, JNU, Central Univ. Hyderabad, 
NSD,NID, Moscow School of Advanced Studies in Film 
Direction; Visiting research scholar, BFI (London), IDHEC 
(Paris), AFl, UCLA, USC (U. S. A.); Former Homi Bhabha 
Fellow, Former Project-in-charge, TIFR, Winner of over a 
dozen national and international awards for films and 
writing on cinema. Published research papers from 
London, Venice, Moscow. 
7 | Jayant Pawar, Mumbai Author, Playwright, Sahitya Academy Award Winner, 
Journalist, Sr. Asstt. Editor, Maharashtra Times (Marathi 
Daily of The Times of India Group) 
8 | Dr. Nagnath Kottapalle, Former Vice-chancellor, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 
Pune Marathwada University; Former President, Akhil Bharatiya 
Marathi Sahitya Sammelan 
9 | Bhai Vaidhya, Pune Socialist Party (India) 
10 | Shanta Ranade, Pune Vice Chairperson, National Federation of Women 
11 | Sujay Dahake, Pune Film Director 
12 | Atul Pethe, Pune Theatre Director, Actor 
13 | Dr. Chandrashekhar Doctor, Playwright 
Phansalkar, Pune 
14 | Dr. Sulabha Brahme Retd. Prof. Gokhale Inst. Of Politics & Economics 
15 | Dr. Ramesh Awasthi, Pune | President, PUCL, Maharashtra 
16 | Dr. Maya Pandit, Professor, EFL University, Hyderabad 
Hyderabad 
17 | Dr. Vivek Monteiro, President, Mumbai Shramik Sangh 
Mumbai 
18 | Dr. Neshat Quaiser, Delhi | Associate Professor, Jamia Milia Islamia 
19 | Fr. Cedric Prakash sj, Director, "PRASHANT", (A Centre for Human Rights, 
Ahmedabad Justice and Peace) 
20 | Seema Mustafa, Delhi Editor-in-Chief, The Citizen 
21 | Sanjay Pawar, Pune Writer & Columnist 
22 =| Dinesh Abrol, Delhi ‘Academic’; Professor, Institute for Studies in Industrial 


Development. 


Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
23 | Dr. Manisha Gupte, Pune | Social Activist 
24 | Milind Champanerkar, Multimedia Consultant & Writer 
Pune 
25 | Rajiv Naik, Mumbai Marathi Playwright 
26 | Kamalakar Nadkarni, Theatre Critic 
Mumbai 
27 | Sudeshna Banerjee, Pune | Editor and independent researcher 
28 | Manohar Sonwane, Pune | Editor Pune Post Weekly 
29 | Prof. H. M. Desarda, Retired Professor and Former Member of State Planning 
Aurangabad Board (M.S.) 
30 | Dr. Uday Narkar, Kolhapur | Secretary, CPI(M), Kolhapur Dist.; Writer & Playwright 
31 | Pravin Nadkar, Mumbai Trade Union & Cultural Activist 
32 | Vidya Kulkarni, Pune Writer, Photographer & Documentary Maker 
33 | N. D. Jayaprakash, Delhi Social Activist 
34 | Dr. Sanjeevani Kulkarni, Prayas — Health Group Coordinator 
Pune 
35 | Dr. Shrinivas Darak, Pune | Senior Researcher, Prayas Health Group, Pune 
36 | Dr. Shruti Tambe, Pune Associate Professor, S. P. Pune University 
37 | Mukta Manohar, Pune Gen. Secretary, Pune Mahanagarpalika Kamgar Union 
38 | Datta Desai, Pune Social Activist, Academy of Political and Social Studies, 
Pune; Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samuday, Maharashtra 
39 | Suhas Parajape, Thane Independent Researcher 
40 | Dr. P.Tetali, Pune Scientist 
41 | Kiran Moghe, Pune President Pune Zilla Gharkamgar Sanghatana 
42 | Dr. Anant Phadke, Pune Shramik Mukti Dal ( Democratic) 
43 | Dr. Ashok Dhawale, Member, Central Secretariat, CPI(M) 
Mumbai 
44 | Kumar Shiralkar, Vice President, Maharashtra Agricultural Workers Union 


Nadurbar, Maharashtra 
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Sudheer Bedekar, Pune 


Writer, Social Scientist 


Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
46 | G.K. Ghosh Social Activist 
47 | Dr. Bhalchandra Kango, Secretary, CPI, Maharahstra; Editor, Ugantar Weekly 
Aurangabad 
48 | Sukumar Damle, Mumbai | General Secretary, AITUC (Maharashtra Rajya Council) 
49 | Prakash Reddy, Mumbai Member, Maharashtra State Secretariat, CPI 
50 | Rajan Bawdekar, Mumbai | Publisher, Lokvangmaya Griha Pvt.Ltd., Mumbai 
51 | Dinesh Shetty, Mumbai Indian People's Theater Association (Marathi), Mumbai 
52 | Dr. Geeta Mahajan, Thane | Bharatiya Mahila Federation (Thane Samiti) 
53 | Vikas Palave, Mumbai Editor, Publisher, Lokvangmaya Griha Pvt.Ltd., Mumbai 
54 | Charul Joshi, Mumbai Sankalp Charitable Trust, Malad(W), Mumbai 
55 | Sujit Patwardhan, Pune Printing, Mudra 
56 | Parthapratim Head, Library and information 
Chattopadhyay, Kolkata Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan Kolkata 
57 | Gorakshnath Khande Film Maker, Editor, Art Director 
58 | Alok Rajwade, Pune Director / Actor 
59 | Dharmakirti Sumant, Pune | Writer 
60 | Ashwini Paranjpye, Pune Film Producer 
61 | Satyajeet Deshpande, Film Art Director 
Pune 
62 | Saket Kanetkar, Pune Music Composer 
63 | Gauri Kaulgud, Pune Art based therapist 
64 | Parna Pethe, Pune Actor 
65 | Abhay Mahajan, Pune Actor 
66 | Omkar Govardhan, Pune Actor 
67 | Laxmi Birajdar, Pune Actor 
68 | Parineeta Dandekar, Pune | Water and Environmental Researcher 
69 | Ajinkya Kulkarni, Pune Theatre Director 


Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
70 | Pradeep Pradhan, Theatre Person, Actor 
Mumbai 
71 | Anuj Deshpande, Pune Writer 
72 | Tushar Tengle, Pune Actor 
73 | Rohit Nikam, Pune Writer, Lyricist 
74 | Anshuman Joshi, Pune Actor 
75 | Dr Milind Wagh, Nashik Professor, MVP College of Pharmacy, Nashik; Member 
Senate Savitribai Phule Pune University 
76 | Chaya Deo, Nashik Vice President, Shikshan Bazarikaran Virodhi Manch 
77 | Adv. Santosh Mhaske, City President, Pune Sociality Party (India) 
Pune 
78 | Neeraj Jain, Pune National Executive Member, Socialist Party (India) 
79 | Alka Joshi, Pune Mahamantri M.S. Socialist Party (India) 
80 | Abhijit A. M., Pune National Executive Member, Akhil Bharatiya Samajwadi 
Adhyapak Sabha 
81 | Adwait Pednekar, Mumbai | Engineering Professional 
82 | Prafull Pandav, Mumbai Process Engineering Consultant 
83 | Prakash Anjarlekar, Architect 
Mumbai 
84 | Shyam Sonar, Mumbai Social Activist 
85 | Seema Ketkar, Mumbai Associate Professor, Dnyansadhana College 
86 | B. Youvraj, Pune New Socialist Alternative 
87 | Deepti Anjarlekar, Accounting Professional 
Mumbai 
88 | Shrikrishna Guttikar, Pune | People’s Science Movement Activist 
89 | Rajiv Deshpande, Navi Activist, Andhashraddha Nirmulan Samiti 
Mumbai 
90 | Rekha Deshpande, Navi | Activist, Janvadi Mahila Sanghatana 
Mumbai 
91 | Dr. Narayan Joshi, Pune President Bharatiya Pashuvaidyakiya Mahasangh 
92 | Adv. Milind Lawyer 


Sahastrabuddhe, Pune 


Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
93 | Anjali Kulkarni, Pune Writer 
94 | Girish Walimbe, Pune Rashtra Sewa Dal, Activist 
95 | Bhalchandra Kerkar, Pune | Former Gen Secretary, Insurance Pensioner's Association 
96 | Medha Thatte, Pune Secretary, Pune Mahila Molkarin Sanghatana 
97 | Prashant Nikam, Pune State Vice President S.F.I. 
98 | Dr. Suresh Beri, Akurdi, Editor, Saptahik Chahul 
Pune 
99 | Adv. Sheetal Chavan, President, Sarvodaya Sanghatana 
Omerga, Osmanabad 
100 | Alok Pawar, Pune Principal, Swaraj College of CCS, Pune 
101 | Anagha Tambe, Pune HOD, Savitribai Phule Stri Adhyasan Kendra 
102 | Deepa Tak, Pune Asstt. Professor, KSP Women’s Studies Centre 
103 | Swapnali Korhale, Pune Research Coordinator, KSP Women’s Studies Centre 
104 | Debasmita Deb, Pune Researcher, KSP Women’s Studies Centre 
105 | Pallavi Harshe, Pune Researcher, KSP Women’s Studies Centre 
106 | Sneha Gole, Pune Asstt. Professor, KSP Women’s Studies Centre 
107 | Vinaya Malati Hari, Pune Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samuday, Maharashtra 
108 | Amit Narkar, Pune Executive Director, National Centre for Advocacy Studies 
109 | Amruta Walimbe, Pune Journalist 
110 | Mangesh Kale, Pune Poet, Editor - Khel Monthly 
111 | Amrut Samak, Pune Indian People’s Theatre Association, Pune 
112 | Pradeep Khetmar, Pune Pune Post Weekly 
113 | Rupali Awasare, Pune Poet 
114 | Subhash Thorat, Pune Writer, Poet, Activist 
115 | Nalini Deshmukh, Mumbai | Cost Accounting Professional 


Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
116 | M.L. Jagtap, Pune Unique Academy 
117 | Shakuntala Bhalerao, Pune | SATHI-CEHAT organization, Pune 
118 | Monali Aparna, Pune Lawyer 
119 | Rushal Thaker, Pune Teacher 
120 | Vilas Wagh, Pune Publisher 
121 | Dharmaraj Nivsarkar, Writer & Journalist 
Pune 
122 | Keshav Kudale, Pune Writer 
123 | Ganesh Mergu, Pune Professor & Activist 
124 | Neha Mahajan, Pune Teacher 
125 | Swapnil Phuse, Pune Engineering Professional 
126 | Atul Khairnar, Pune Software Engineer 
127 | Prashant Nandi, Pune Software Engineer 
128 | Shivendra Vaiyapuri, Swaraj University 
Gujrat 
129 | Kedar Limbkar, Pune Researcher, S. P. Pune University 
130 | Nikhil Ranjankar, Pune Software Engineer 
131 | Trupti MM, Pune SATHI-CEHAT Organization, Pune 
132 | Poonam Penter, Pune Sub Editor, Milun Saryajani Magazine, Pune 
133 | Rishikesh Yeolekar, Pune Asstt. Professor 
134 | Ajit Penter, Pune Teacher 
135 | Urmila Samson, Pune Educationist 
136 | Dr. Sameer Mone, Pune Medical Practitioner 
137 | Dr. Shalaka Mone, Pune Aurvedic Medical Practitioner 
138 | Sandhya Phadke, Pune Insurance Pensioners Association, Pune 


Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
139 | Ashok Upadhyay, Pune Policy Commentator 
140 | K. J. Joy, Pune Independent Researcher 
141 | Nagmani Rao, Pune College Teacher 
142 | Ganesh Visputay, Pune Writer, Poet 
143 | Dr. Sambhaji Malge, Vice Principal, Shivaji Shikashan Sanstha’s College, 
Talegaon Talegaon 
144 | Dr. Manohar Jadhav, Pune | Professor, KSP Pune University 
145 | Dr. Bajrang Korde, Pune Professor, KSP Pune University 
146 | Dr. Satish Waghmare, Professor 
Pune 
147 | Dr. Rajabhau Bheilubhe, Professor 
Pune 
148 | Dr. Kishor Khilari, Pune Professor 
149 | Dr. Amol Waghmare, Pune | Professor 
150 | Dr. Shirdhar Pawar, Navi Medical Practioner, Poet & Editor 
Mumbai 
151 | Alok Deshpande, Navi Journalist 
Mumbai 
152 | Arun Gavali, Pune Poet 
153 | Adv. Vishal Jadhav, Pune Lawyer 
154 | Adv. Archana Surve, Pune | Lawyer 
155 | Adv. Shanur Sheikh, Pune | Lawyer 
156 | Geeta Mahashabde, Pune | Educationist 
157 | Devidas Patil, Pune Social Worker 
158 | Jinda Sandbhor, Pune Researcher 
159 | Mohit Jagtap, Pune Professional 
160 | Ashu Saxena, Nagpur Social Activist 
161 | Kanchan, Pune Research Assistant , KSP Women’s Studies Centre 
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Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 

No. 

162 | Dhanashree, Pune Social Worker 

163 | Kiran Potdar, Pune Post graduate student 

164 | Ranbir, Pune Post graduate student 

165 | Bal Jagtap, Mandki, Tal. Activist, Lok Vidnyan Sanghatana 
Purandar, Dist. Pune 

166 | Varsha Sapkal, Pune Accounting Professional 

167 | Yogesh Lahane, Pune Software Engineer 

168 | Rahul Shah, Pune Student 

169 | Ganesh Chauthale, Pune Student 

170 | Mayur Tumane, Pune Student 

171 | Atul Maharnawar, Pune Student 

172 | Sumit Kshirsagar, Pune Student 

173 | Ajit Deshmukh, Pune Student 

174 | Ganesh Student 

175 | Manjur Sangita, Pune Student 

176 | Rushikesh Divekar, Pune Service 

177 | Sheetal Alhat, Pune Student 

178 | Venkatesh Harale, Pune Service 

179 | Sameer Rathwadkar, Pune | Service 

180 | Sagar Chandane, Pune Service 

181 | Dhanashri Mandale, Pune | Student 

182 | Anilta Bhalekar, Pune Student 

183 | Abhijeet Kulkarni, Pune Student 

184 | Shrikrishna Kulkarni, Pune | Technician 
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Sr. Name & Place Profession /Occupation / Position & Organization 
No. 
185 | Manohar Yadav, Pune Service 
186 | Ketki Malwade, Pune Service 
187 | Smita Kambale, Pune Service 
188 | Sujit Salunkhe, Pune Service 
189 | Shubhangi Salkar, Pune Post Graduate in Humanities 
190 | Archana Zende, Pune Course Writer, KSP Women’s Studies Centre 
ee 
on behalf of 


Concerned Citizens of India for Integrity of National Institutions 
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